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This issue features an in-depth article regarding service vs. therapy vs. emotional support dogs 
written by one of our longtime members.  We hope you enjoy this issue of the CQ which always has 
articles and pictures from you, the membership.  We are always looking for articles, stories, poems, 
etc. from COA members (that’s you!).  Submit to ​communications@chinook.org​ or ask questions 
about how you can help the club and this publication. 
 

 
Rain Mountain Inukshuk Star by Luna Van Brost 

 
Features 
1  Letter from the President  12  Health Flash 

3  Therapy Dogs  13  Litter Basket 

5  Service/Assistance Dogs  14  Rainbow Bridge – Qaralii 

8  Emotional Support Dogs  16  Treasury Report 

11  Wags & Brags     

12  Working Dog     

 
 

mailto:communications@chinook.org


Letter from the President 
By Denise Reed, COA President 
 
To our COA Community, 
 
As I write this letter for the first Chinook Quarterly of our new term, I am unsure where to start. It has                                           
truly been a year of great accomplishments, great change and great challenges. 
 
Like all of you, we have been sheltering in place, and taking measures to ensure that we and our                                     
loved ones remain healthy both mentally and physically. And that applies for our pets as well. We’ve                                 
been making sure to get out with our dogs and take walks around the neighborhood and down to                                   
the lake. And now that Summer is bearing down on us here in the Southeast, the dogs wake us up                                       
each morning with a Chinook song so that we can have a walk before the heat sets in. We’ve also                                       
created some small rally and agility areas in our yard to provide our dogs (and me), some                                 
opportunities for additional mental and physical stimulation since we have been spending so much                           
time at home. Harper and Hazel have also chosen to create a Chipmunk Coursing​TM area that keeps                                 
them occupied (or fixated) for hours of enjoyment. 
 
While getting out with our dogs can certainly help to alleviate the stress of contending with the                                 
uncertainties of COVID-19, one activity my dogs and I haven’t participated in this year is dog shows                                 
and competition dog activities. The risk of transmission is high at crowded show venues where                             
crating areas and ring traffic prevents social distancing, so we’ve opted instead to train at home. Our                                 
annual Chinook National Specialty has been a topic of considered debate in our Board meetings too.                               
Right now, the risk of COVID transmission is too high, and even later in the year, many medical                                   
experts including the American Medical Association and numerous epidemiologists predict another                     
significant spike in transmissions. Regrettably, the Board has agreed that the most responsible                         
course of action will be for us to cancel the 2020 Chinook National Specialty. While disappointing,                               
our top concern must be the health of our members and the welfare of their pets. 
 
Speaking of the Board, I am so pleased to inform you that we have now filled all of the open Board                                         
seats for the COA 2020 – 2022 term. But as always, we’re eager to welcome new volunteers,                                 
whether it’s submitting a story for the Chinook Quarterly or serving on one of our committees. 
 
In the past year our outgoing Board, along with many other volunteer members accomplished great                             
things. I would like to personally thank them for their hard work and dedication. Many of you have                                   
participated in the following events: 
 

● The COA had a well-attended Specialty on the West Coast at Argus Ranch in Washington                             
state last summer. 

● Several new founders were approved for cross litters, and four cross litters were born,                           
ultimately contributing to better genetic health in our breed. 

● The 25th Chinook Winter Carnival in Tamworth, was a resounding success—many Chinooks                       
and their owners met and enjoyed outdoor activities (sledding!). 

● We’ve made great strides in identifying research opportunities for Anasarca and Spinal/Disc                       
disease. 

● We’ve worked to keep you informed and engaged through web posts, the Chinook Quarterly,                           
and of course, the eagerly anticipated annual calendar contest. 
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The Chinook Owners Association doubtless has many other members as well who are passionate                           
about the Chinook breed and ensuring their success into the future. If you would like to learn more                                   
about opportunities for you to get involved, please contact me or one of our other Board members. 
 
Stay doggone well! 
 
Denise Reed, COA President 
 

 
My dogs, Hazel and Harper 
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Service vs. Therapy vs. Emotional 
Support Dogs 
By Ginger Corley, with Kathleen Riley Daniels 
 
There is a lot of confusion and misinformation about the various jobs dogs can have supporting 
humans physically and mentally.  Chinooks have proven to be good at these tasks, so I wanted to 
break them down with a few real-life examples to illustrate each type of job. 
 
There are no specific laws requiring dogs be certified in these tasks but both the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA) and the Veterans’ Administration have their own regulations that have 
become the norm throughout the country.  ADA information can be found at 
https://adata.org/publication/service-animals-booklet​.   
 
The three categories we’ll look at are Service Dogs, Therapy Dogs, and Emotional Support Dogs 
though not necessarily in that order.  The chart below will show you the differences between them. 
 

Table 1.  Service Dog, Therapy Dog, Emotional Support Dog 

  Service  Therapy  Emotional 
Support 

Allowed by ADA to accompany in public places like 
restaurants, movies, and stores  Yes  No  No 

Provides emotional support and comfort to ​more than one 
person​ usually in an institution’s or organization’s facility  No  Yes  No 

Specially trained to provide ​specific tasks​ for people with 
disabilities.  Yes  No  No 

Are allowed in housing even if there is a “No Pets” policy  Yes  No  Yes 

Must be certified or registered  No  No  No 

Is required to go through training to handle a variety of 
environments and situations  Yes  Yes  No 

Can accompany their handler in the cabin of an airplane  Yes  No  Yes 

Requires a prescription or written orders from a mental 
health professional to be valid (you can’t declare your dog 
to be one without this) 

*  No  Yes 

Requires authorization from a doctor for assistance with 
specific tasks.  Yes  No  No 

*In the case of a Psychiatric Service Dog, which is different than an Emotional Support Dog, input 
from a mental health professional may be part of the project. 

 
THERAPY DOGS 
A Therapy Dog is one that is trained to provide comfort to people.  It can do so in multiple ways. 
Therapy Dogs could be a pet trained to the point that it has passed the qualification requirements of 
an organization like Pet Partners (formerly Delta Society).  The owner-dog team then visit people in 
need of comfort.  These teams visit locations like nursing homes, hospitals, disaster sites, daycares, 
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or just about any other place where people need of comfort.  Therapy Dogs must be very well trained 
and able to handle all sorts of situations ranging from people pulling at their ears through poking at 
them.  Their handlers try to shield the dog from any actual abuse of uncomfortable contact. 
 
Salishan came to me as a 10-week old pup from 
Debbie Premus’ Boreayl Kennel in Ohio.  She was a 
breeze to train since she seemed to have absorbed 
everything the older dogs were doing.  I just had to 
make sure that she knew the right word for the 
right action, and she had it down cold.  Here at 
home she was a love bug, very snuggly and 
affectionate, and eventually a good mom to three 
litters of wonderful Chinook pups.  But after she 
was retired from motherhood, she needed a job. 
Enter Tessa Thomas who owned one of her pups, 
Rain Mountain Frontier Shuksan (Remy).  Tessa wanted a second dog and, as a professional dog 
trainer, was looking for one that she could train as a Therapy Dog.  Salishan and Tessa clicked, and 
Shani moved to Portland, Oregon with Tessa.  And so began their training.  It wasn’t easy.  I’d had 
Shani trained in basic obedience and household manners.  (All my dogs go through at least a puppy 
class and two adult classes to become good household members.)  But Tessa and Shani both needed 
more training before they could pass the stringent requirements of Pet Partners. 
 

Table 2.  Pet Partners Requirements for Therapy Dogs 
http://petpartners.org 

Criteria for Prospective Therapy Animals 

Pet Partners Therapy Animals must meet the following criteria: 
● Are at least one year old at the time of evaluation, or six months old for rabbits, guinea pigs, 

and rats. Have a young animal? See our tips for ​preparing for future therapy work. 
● Have lived in the owner’s home for at least six months, or one year for birds. 
● Must be reliably house trained. Waste collection devices are not permitted, with the 

exception of flight suits for birds. 
● Be currently vaccinated against rabies. Rabbits, guinea pigs, rats, and birds are exempt from 

this requirement. Titers are not accepted in lieu of vaccination. 
● May not be fed a raw meat diet. 
● Have no history of aggression or seriously injuring either people or other animals. This 

includes animals who have been trained to aggressively protect and/or have been 
encouraged to bite, even if it is a component of dog sport, such as Schutzhund. 

● Demonstrate good basic obedience skills. Animals walking with a lead should walk on a 
loose leash and respond reliably to common commands such as “sit,” “down,” “stay,” 
“come,” and “leave it.” 

● Welcome, not merely tolerate, interactions with strangers. 
● Be comfortable wearing Pet Partners ​acceptable equipment​. 

 
 

In addition to having a well-trained dog, Pet Partners’ ​handlers must also pass a criminal background 
check, be able to read their dog’s body language intuitively, and have the ability to work with the 
people they meet on visits.  They also must prove that they interact positively with their dog, cueing 
or redirecting it quietly when necessary.  No harsh corrections or discipline are allowed during visits. 

It took a while for Tessa and Salishan to pass the requirements for Pet Partners, but they were 
successful.  They began their Therapy Dog work visiting a children’s hospital and other facilities. 
Prior to each visit Shani had to be bathed and nails trimmed (those darn Chinook toenails!) so she 
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wouldn’t take any dirt in or be in danger of scratching someone.  After each visit she would be quite 
tired.  Shani just had her 12​th​ birthday and has retired but it was a big part of her life for a few years 
and made me glad that she and Tessa had found each other. 

David Frei, voice of the Thanksgiving National Dog Show and the Easter’s Beverly Hills Kennel Club 
Dog Show is a huge proponent of Therapy Dogs.  ​“The use of therapy dogs in healthcare 
environments has expanded steadily over the past couple of decades,” ​said Frei.​ “There is so much 
scientific research supporting the benefits of the practice that the time has come to bring people 
together to facilitate additional growth.” ​ Hopefully we’ll see more Chinooks and their humans rising 
to this challenge. 

Therapy Dog Registration / Certification Groups 

●​    ​ ​Alliance of Therapy Dogs​ (formerly Therapy Dogs, Inc.) 
●​    ​ ​Bright and Beautiful Therapy Dogs 
●​    ​ ​Love on a Leash 
●​    ​ ​Pet Partners​ (previously Delta Society) 
●​    ​ ​Therapy Dogs Incorporated​ (TD Inc.) – the new name is Alliance of Therapy Dogs 
●​    ​ ​Therapy Dogs International​ (TDI) 

The second type of Therapy Dog is one that lives full time in a facility such as a nursing home or 
hospice, providing comfort to the residents.  These dogs are trained to visit all the residents as their 
services are needed.  ​The staff provides care, and they make sure the dogs have downtime and 
sufficient exercise. ​Dogs must have a high level of intuition to be truly successful as full time Therapy 
Dogs.  The dog may live on-site or with a staff member who brings it to work each day. 

Disaster and crisis work are a specialty of the Lutheran Church Charities (LCC) K9 Comfort Dogs (or 
what they call Disaster Stress Relief Dogs or DSRD), a group of Golden Retrievers to provide comfort 
at disaster sites across the country.  Pups joining the program are taken in straight from their litters 
and spend time with multiple puppy raisers so that they will acclimate to working with multiple 
handlers.  Once fully trained and living with a family, they are not treated as pets since they are 
considered working dogs.  They may live with a family, but they are picked up and taken to disaster 
sites where they will work with multiple handlers.  According to Deb Baran, Director of 
Communications for the LCC K-9 Ministries, ​“T​he ability to work with numerous people and not 
become overly attached to any one person is critical to their working success.”​  ​They have recently 
been deployed to El Paso and Dayton, working with the survivors, first responders, and families of 
the shooting victims in these locations.  These dogs are trained to the same level or higher as a 
certified Therapy Dog, with the added requirement that they work well for multiple handlers.  You 
can learn more about their program at​ ​https://www.lutheranchurchcharities.org/k-9-ministries1.html​. 

The various "Reading with Rover" programs (such as​ ​http://readingwithrover.com/​) use Therapy 
Dogs as reading companions for children.  Dogs in this program are typically a trained Therapy Dog 
or dogs that have earned an AKC Canine Good Citizen title.  ​These programs encourage the child to 
relax and lower blood pressure.  Reading aloud to a dog is far less intimidating than reading aloud to 
an adult (even though an adult is nearby to supervise the child-dog interaction).  Children tend to 
focus better and forget their limitations when they are with a dog.  These programs are proven to 
increase self-confidence and oral skills.  It’s also a cost efficient and easy to implement program. 

SERVICE / ASSISTANCE DOGS 

The terms Service or Assistance Dogs are interchangeable.  A Service Dog is specifically trained to 
do work and/or perform tasks for the benefit of a person with a disability, including physical, sensory, 
psychiatric, intellectual, or other mental disability.  You can read the Americans With Disabilities 
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information booklet at​ ​https://adata.org/publication/service-animals-booklet​.  These tasks can include 
pulling a wheelchair, retrieving dropped items, alerting a person to sounds, reminding the person to 
take medications, among other tasks.  Some types of Service Dogs include: 

● Seeing Eye™ or Guide Dogs for the Blind™ that serve people with severe visual impairments 
or complete blindness. 

● Hearing or Signal Dogs that alert people with significant hearing loss or complete deafness 
when sounds occur, such as a knock on the door. 

● Mobility Assistance Dogs that brace to help people in and out of wheelchairs, assist with 
standing, pull wheelchairs for short distances, retrieve items, turn lights on and off, and other 
tasks of daily living for people with partial or full paralysis. 

● Psychiatric Service Dogs that are trained to perform tasks that assist people with disabilities 
to detect the onset of psychiatric episodes and lessen their effects.  Tasks may include 
reminding the handler to take medications, providing safety checks or room searches, turning 
on lights for people with Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD, common in veterans), 
interrupting self-mutilation by people with dissociative identity disorders, and keeping 
disoriented individuals from danger. 

● A Seizure Response Dog is trained to assist a person with a seizure disorder.  How the dog 
serves the person depends on that person’s needs.  The dog may stand guard over the person 
during the seizure or it may go in search of help.  Some dogs are able to predict seizures and 
warn the handler in advance to sit down or move to a safe place.  
○ This ability to sense a seizure in advance 

was discovered in Chinooks in the early 
1990s by Kathleen Riley with Mystic 
Banshee and Mystic Oketa. These two 
Chinooks visited the local Children's 
Hospital along with Riley's Labradors, and 
all the dogs were able to sense seizures at 
least 30-minutes before occurrence. 

○ Other dogs can detect changes in a diabetic 
person's blood sugar levels, or heart rhythm 
problems. As a general rule, the ability to 
sense is shaped and cultivated from natural 
abilities. Frontier Luck of the Draw (Denali) 
was both a Mobility Assistance Dog and 
sensed changes in blood sugar for his 
human for many years until she passed 
away.  Denali would alert Marie when her 
blood sugar levels were too high so that she 
could take her insulin. This alerting skill was 
even more valuable as Denali's owner aged 
and developed dementia. 

An individual with disabilities is defined by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) as a person 
who has a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits one or more major life activities, a 
person who has a history or record or such impairments, or a person who is perceived by others as 
having such impairment.  Such impairments include but are not limited to those listed in Table 3. 
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Table 3.  Impairments Classified as Disabilities 

caring for oneself 
hearing 
walking 
bending 
learning 
thinking 

performing manual tasks 
eating 
standing 
speaking 
reading 
communicating 

seeing 
sleeping 
lifting 
breathing 
concentrating 
working 

 

The work or task performed by the Service Dog ​MUST​ be directly related to the individual’s disability. 
It doesn’t matter if the person has a note from a doctor stating that the person has a disability and 
needs the animal for emotional support.  That doesn’t turn the dog into a Service Dog. 

Because the handler relies on the Service Dog’s help, the dog is allowed to go most places that the 
handler does in public, even those that a pet dog cannot, like restaurants or in the cabin of an 
airplane.  ​Two questions are allowed to be asked of a Service Dog Handler when they are 
frequenting public places​: 

1. Is the animal required because of a disability? 
2. What work or task is the animal trained to perform? 

There are limits.  If the dog is behaving badly, it can be asked to leave.  No one wants to hear a dog 
barking in the middle of a movie theater. 

Assistance Dogs International (​www.assistancedogsinternational.org​) does provide accreditation for 
programs that train Service Dogs throughout the world (though there is no legal requirement for it). 
This allows people who need a Service Dog to search out legitimate programs in their area.  Since 
the cost of a trained dog can be quite high, people need to be sure that they are getting one from a 
verified legitimate training facility.  The Veterans Administration (VA) will cover the cost of a Service 
Dog for veterans, whether they were injured while in the service or not, but most other people have 
to raise the funds on their own.  

Speaking of the VA, there is a recently completed a study on the use of Service Dogs for veterans 
with PTSD.  The study found that dogs were of great value in the treatment and control of this 
sickness, and the VA now supports the cost of Service Dogs for vets with this issue.  

In the Pacific Northwest, I’m familiar with two Service Dogs training facilities.  ​Brigadoon Service 
Dogs​ of Bellingham, Washington and ​Summit Assistance Dogs​ of Anacortes, Washington.  I recently 
donated Cree from my 2018 Heroes Litter to Brigadoon.  He was eight months old when he started 
with them and he was dropped from the program after a little more than two months.  They loved 
him and thought he had some wonderful skills that would have made him a great Service Dog, but 
he tended to panic over a few things – elevators and baths.  He wasn’t the only dog to flunk out; two 
Standard Poodles and a rough Collie also were dropped at the same time.  According to Denise 
Costanten, Founder and Director of Brigadoon, they drop 20% to 30% of the dogs that start training 
for some reason or another.  If it’s pups that they breed, the number drops to about 10%.  Almost all 
dropped dogs are quickly adopted by people who are fans of Brigadoon.  I found statistics that cite 
as many as 70% of dogs that start training in Service Dogs programs nationwide fail to complete 
them for a variety of reasons; I cannot verify that this figure is accurate, but I’m not surprised by it.  A 
new study using functional MRIs has found a way to identify dogs that will excel as Service Dogs, 
but it is still experimental and very expensive.  

In the early 2000s I donated Frontier Rain Dancer Klickitat to Summit Assistance Dogs. She 
completed training there though they did not officially graduate and place her because of her 
tendency to put her hackles up so she could look big (a very Chinook trait) when she entered a new 
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location.  With the assistance of long-time Chinook owner Donna Boatwright, I privately placed her 
as a Service Dog with a woman named Florence who had Multiple Sclerosis, living in Maryland. 
Klickitat worked at her side for nearly ten years until Florence passed away.  After that, Klickitat lived 
another two years with her family before crossing the Rainbow Bridge herself. 

In the east, Donna Boatwright worked for several years with Fidos for Freedom 
(​https://fidosforfreedom.org​), which trains Service Dogs, Therapy Dogs, and what they call “Skilled 
Companion Dogs,” which are dogs trained as Service Dogs but only provide help to their owners in 
the home and don’t have the same public access as a Service Dog.  Their Therapy Dogs also read 
with children to encourage improved reading skills.  

The facilities named above only train Service Dogs FOR you but there are some that will help you to 
train your own Service Dog.  One such place was Paws-Abilities in Fife, Washington, a suburb of 
Tacoma.  (Paws-Abilities has just closed so that the owner and head trainer, Dana Babb can finally 
retire after a long and stellar career.)  Their belief was that by offering this program people who need 
a Service Dog are allowed to choose the type of dog they prefer rather than simply having one 
assigned to them, as long as it has the proper temperament.  Their facility was recognized by 
Madigan Army / Air Force Medical Center, Department of Social & Health Services, and the Veterans 
Administration.  They typically had about fifty dogs in their program and the dogs went through at 
least 100 to 120 hours of classes (and many more hours outside of class) before graduating.  Their 
program included Autism, Diabetic Alert, PTSD, Seizure Alert, and Mobility Service Dogs.  

According to Dana Babb, ​“Regardless of breed or mix, the best service dogs are handler-focused, 
desensitized to distractions, and highly trained to reliably perform specific tasks. They are not easily 
diverted from their tasks at home or in public and remain attentive and responsive to their owners 
while working.” 

EMOTIONAL SUPPORT DOGS 

Emotional Support Dogs help individual with emotional problems by providing comfort and support. 
A partial list of problems would include anxiety, depression, bipolar disorder, panic attacks, and other 
emotional disorders.  (They should not be confused with Psychiatric Service Dogs.)  A letter from 
your doctor or mental health provider is required to certify your pet as an Emotional Support Dog. 
They are protected by the Fair Housing Amendments Act and the Air Carrier Access Act, which 
means that you are allowed to have them in housing that would otherwise not allow pets or would 
restrict the size, and you can take them on airlines for free.  

H​owever, and this is a BIG however, the Air Carrier Access Act is much abused. A quick online 
search will show you all kinds of places that will allow you to certify your pet as an Emotional 
Support Dog for a price. These certifications happen regardless of whether or not you have the 
actual letter from your doctor or mental health provider. That is what has led to us hearing about 
Emotional Support Peacocks and such traveling on airplanes. Some people certify show dogs as 
Emotional Support Dogs for travel purposes, so the dogs aren't traveling in the airplane cargo hold. 

FEDERAL PROPOSAL   

A federal proposal was announced on January 22, 2020 that would significantly limit the types of 
animals that could fly as Emotional Support Animals.  Too many passengers have abused the 
privilege, bringing on board all types of untrained animals with documentation bought online from 
websites selling doctors’ certifications sight unseen.   

This proposal would limit animals to dogs only.  Passengers would have to fill out a government form 
certifying the animal has been trained specifically to assist them with a disability. Falsification of the 
form would be a crime, which the official said would serve as a deterrent.  "Animals on aircraft may 
pose a risk to the safety, health, and well-being of passengers and crew and may disturb the safe and 
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efficient operation of the aircraft," the proposal says. It cited data that show, "increases in the number 
of behavior-related service animal incidents on aircraft, including urinating, defecating, and biting." 

There has been no action on this proposal since its announcement in January, probably due to the 
other problems the airline industry has been facing during the pandemic. 

The difference between the need for an Emotional Support Dog and a Psychiatric Service Dog is in 
the degree of need.  Having a mental illness like depression is an impairment that would warrant an 
Emotional Support Dog.  But being unable to function on a minimal level daily because of mental 
illness is a disability that would possibly require a Psychiatric Service Dog.  Only those disabled by 
mental illness would qualify for a Psychiatric Service Dog and it would be specially trained to perform 
tasks that mitigate the handler’s mental illness.  Training your dog to kiss on command, to hug, or to 
jump in your lap is not the same as it being a Psychiatric Service Dog. 

ALL OF US​ get a certain level of emotional support from our dogs.  I know that during my years of 
constant medical problems and surgeries on my spinal cord, I would have been lost without my 
Chinooks.  They were what made me get out of bed every day and keep going.  When I was offered 
complete disability, I turned it down.   I wanted to get back to my life full of dog activities and though 
it took a few years, I was able to do so.  It was because of the dogs that I kept pursuing new 
treatments, kept exercising, and kept going in general.  Without them it would have been far easier 
to stay on the couch.  This last few years as age and other medical issues added to my spinal cord 
injury, the dogs became even more important.  Sure, I had to rely on friends a few times, but I made 
sure that Taga was there at the house the minute I got home from the hospital. 

My sister is a Psychiatric Nurse Practitioner (NP, ARNP) of 39 years with several other credentials 
under her belt and her own counseling practice.  She often prescribes Emotional Support Dogs or 
Cats to her patients since she herself is a strong believer in the healing powers of animals.  She does 
this in writing so that there is a written record and so that her patients can have their pet in public 
housing without problems.  Here is a link to a ​sample letter​ that is the first requirement.  Other 
requirements for Emotional Support Dogs are: 

● The dog should be spayed or neutered. 
● They must perform specific tasks to aid in their handler’s disability; this support must alleviate 

some or at least one symptom of the disability. 
● The dog must be well behaved and under the handler’s control at all times.  It must be calm 

and responsive to the handler’s commands. 
● It cannot cause harm or a disturbance when out in public or on an airplane. 
● The handler is required to clean up after the Emotional Service Dog and is still liable for any 

damage the dog causes even though damage deposits are waived under the Fair Housing Act. 

 Things that are NOT allowed in relation to Emotional Service Dogs include: 

● They are not allowed in stores or restaurants.  In fact, Health Department regulations prohibit 
them in any establishment that serves food. 

● A landlord cannot ask for details about your medical condition; s/he can only ask to see the 
medical documentation stating that an Emotional Service Dog is required. 

● Breed Specific Legislation does not apply to Emotional Service Dogs; so, for example, if 
Chinooks were subject to the same breed bans that pit bulls and other bully breeds are, these 
bans wouldn’t apply if a Chinook were an Emotional Service Dog in public housing. 

Emotional Support Dogs are not Service Dogs​. Taking your dog out in public as a Service Dog, 
putting a Service Dog vest on the dog, or otherwise passing it off as a Service Dog is wrong.  It 
MUST be required by a doctor or mental health practitioner in writing, and it MUST alleviate one or 
more symptoms of emotional impairment. The dog should have, at minimum, basic training. 
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I am adamantly against seeing Emotional Support Dogs in public.  I was shocked when a fight broke 
out in the local Walmart between two supposed pit bull “Emotional Support Dogs” (quotations 
because they obviously weren’t) that was hell for anyone to break up and scared the beejeezus out 
of everyone in the store at the time.  And as I’ve said, I know of too many falsely certified show dogs 
that are such simply so they can travel in the cabin to and from shows.  There are just too many 
scams around Emotional Support Dogs that don’t exist with actual service Dogs or Therapy dogs 
because of their training requirements.  I am in support of Emotional Support Dogs where they are 
best utilized – in the home where they can provide emotional support and comfort for people with 
problems.  Both dogs and cats are wonderful for these situations, though I’m not too sure about 
turkeys and I’m darn sure that peacocks are not supportive of anything except themselves. 

If you’d like more information on any of the topics here, please email ​GingerMCorley@gmail.com​. 

Recent CNN article on ESAs on airplanes 

Ginger Corley is a writer for the high tech community and on the subject of dogs, winning awards for her technical work 
and from the Dog Writers Association of America.  She has been breeding Chinooks – an American breed of sled dogs -- 
for over thirty years now under the Rain Mountain kennel name while working in the tech industry. 

Kathleen Riley Daniels has been “in dogs” since God was a child.  She presently lives in the Minneapolis suburbs with her 
husband Dave, Chinook Minnow (the AKC #1 Owner-Handled Chinook, Retired), and a Grand Champion Lab full of piss 
and vinegar known as Fluffy the Vampire.  Kathleen has been writing about dogs for years and is a noted dog and horse 
photographer.  As she says, her life is a dog and pony show. 
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Wags & Brags  
Chinooks with new UKC Titles 
 
Please join us in giving congratulations to ALL our newly titled dogs and their proud owners. 
If we missed your big accomplishment, please bring it to our attention so we can be sure to 
include you in the next CQ! 
 
National Best of Breed 2019 
NBOB ‘PR’ BrownStone Cascade Mt. Trask  –  Kay Lee Brown 
 
Pre-Trial Novice, Advanced, & Superior & Novice Handler Discrimination 
NHD PTS 'PR' Swiftrun Macallan Rain  –  Taylor Scanlon 
 
Champion 
CH 'PR' Forever Greene Sangiyok Clover  –  Shelly Yonder 

 
Forever Greene Sangiyok Clover by Shelly Londer       Swiftrun Macallan Rain by Katherine Braun 
 
Upcoming Shows 
The UKC offers a huge variety of conformation shows and working trials, many combined 
and offering Total Dog, all over the U.S. and Canada. Complete information is available 
from the ​UKC Dog Events website​.  You can search by using many different criteria such as state, 
month, activity type, dog club, etc. 
 
If you have additional questions on UKC events, please contact the COA Bench Chair at 
bench@chinook.org​, the UKC (269-343-9020), or participate in the COA Events & Awards forum. 
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Working Dog 
Chinooks with new Working Dog titles/certificates 
 
The Working Dog Program (WDP) promotes the historic and modern working purpose of the 
Chinook dog. The COA WDP promotes positive dog ownership by recognizing accomplishments in 
drafting, service/citizenship, and dog sports. The program encourages the breeding of better 
Chinooks by honoring the workability of the dogs. For more information, visit the ​Working Dog 
Program page​ on the COA website. 
 
There are no new Working Dog Titles at this time. 

 
Health Flash  
Dogs with health tests completed recently 
 
The COA would like to thank all owners that have obtained health tests for their Chinooks recently! 
All owners are strongly encouraged to submit health tests to the Orthopedic 
Foundation for Animals (OFA), regardless of diagnoses by the attending veterinarian. As 
you submit results, please ensure you have initialed to make any results public-- the more 
we know, the easier it is for breeders to work on making the next generation of Chinooks 
even healthier. Go to the ​OFA website​ for information on these and other Chinooks. 
 

Name  Hips  Eyes  Other 

Bashaba Sweet Nella    Normal   

Canterbury Kallie’s Holly  Good    Elbows: Normal 

Desert Sol Zia Joy  Good     

Forever Greene Fly Me to the Moon  Good  Normal  Elbows: Normal 

Fox Meadow Gulldis Itasca  Good    Elbows: Normal 

Frontier Pure of Heart    Normal   

Great Valley Franklin Perkunas    Normal   

Laughing Mountain Riley  Good     

Moonsong Royal House of Naboo  Good  Normal   

MountainThunder Augustus Mccrae    Normal w/ BO   

Rain Mountain Oso Strong  Excellent  Normal   

Snook Nook Coltsfoot    Normal   

Snook Nook Clover    Normal   

Wachusett Gulbrun Finley    Normal   

Wachusett Gulbrun Wulfgar  Good     
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Litter Basket 
Recent & upcoming litters - ​https://chinook.org/litters/ 
 

Dam  Sire  Due Date  Location  Kennel 

Rain Mountain 
Toutle Endurance 

Wildwinter’s Kallum 
Scout 
 

November 
2019 

Terrace, British 
Columbia 

Enatai Chinook 
Crosses 
 

Desert Sol Great 
Nana 

Granite Hill Silverado  June 2020  Luzern, 
Switzerland 

Swiss Chinooks 

Frontier Fire & Rain 
Dancer 

Hurricane Pilchuck in 
the Rain 

July 2020  Washington  Rain Mountain 
Chinooks 

Snook Nook Kala  Wachusett Gulbrun 
Finley 

July 2020  New Jersey  Spook Nook 
Chinooks 

Wachusett Gulbrun 
Guenhwyvar 

TBD  September 
2020 

Massachusetts  Wachusett 
Chinooks 

Bashaba Nashire 
Naunbat HIC 

TBD  September 
2020 

New Jersey  Bashaba Chinooks 

 
 

 
Country Singer Litter - Rain Mountain Chinooks 
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Rainbow Bridge  
Qaralii – 2016 to 2020  
UWP CH Bashaba Ellam Qaralii 
 
By Karen Hinchy 
 
At one day old, Qaralii (ka-RALL-ee) picked me as her 
person— crawling a few feet away from her littermates 
to fall asleep draped over my foot as I sat in the whelping 
box. This was a feat she repeated frequently as a young 
puppy, and evolved into her "trick" of ensuring she 
always had a spot touching me by simply sitting on one 
of the other dogs if they happened to be in "her" space. 
Such consistent and focused devotion was Qaralii's 
hallmark - she loved what and whom she loved, and 
nothing was going to keep her away.  I'm just lucky, I 
guess, that one of the things Q loved most happened to 
be me. It's hard to memorialize a canine comet- a bright, 
shining star that blazes through your life with joy and 
devotion, oddly mature empathy and stability, completely 
immature silliness and light, eager willingness to do 
*anything* you want, as long as it's together— that often 
silent and stolid presence at your side you take for 
granted and think will always be there. And then 
suddenly, she's gone. 
 
Qaralii was a thoughtful, bold, and incredibly stable puppy, unfazed by anything.  She was incredibly 
athletic, and had a "popcorn dance" where she would levitate in joy and excitement, popping straight 
up in the air with all four paws off the ground. She practiced this signature move daily at meal times, 
and frequently when playing or greeting me after an extended absence.  And Qaralii LOVED to run 
and play freely, bouncing and leaping, twisting in the air like an Olympic gymnast, only to race off in 
another lap of "chase" - her mother Calista and Grandma Tikaani were her most frequent partners. 
People could not get over Qaralii's whole-body-wiggle in greeting - wagging her tail so hard in 
jubilation and welcome her whole body curved from side to side to compensate. She always knew 
when someone needed a face lick, or a (happy) body slam.   

 
She was an accomplished dog - easily completed obedience 
training with style, a natural and reliable working dog - earning 
her United Weight Puller title with qualifications in 3 straight 
competitions. More telling, she was an outstanding bikejoring 
companion- keeping her head up and tug tight as she 
challenged her running-mates to perform. Watching Qaralii 
move was like seeing a ballet dancer - style and grace and no 
wasted movements, no matter the speed; a banner of silk 
streaming past you on the wind.  At 6.5 months old, JUST like 
her mother, Qaralii earned her UKC conformation Championship 
in a single weekend, in four straight shows. She enjoyed 
everything- a squirrel sighting, a rousing game of tag with her 

pack, some time to simply bask in the warm summer sun and listen to the breeze. She was 
unfailingly gentle with new people — coming with me to the office many days. Q LOVED puppies 
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and spent countless hours as the Nanny supervising and playing with them.  Of course, she was a 
wonderful mother herself just six months ago.   
 
As the puppies began to leave, Qaralii became very picky about her food (a startling change). She 
lost weight, and seemed mildly lethargic and occasionally she would shiver. A trip to the vet and her 
bloodwork indicated, shockingly, that she was in acute kidney failure. Immediate testing documented 
no apparent genetic or congenital abnormalities, no diseases like leptospirosis or Cushings. A tick 
panel was positive for Lyme and Ehrlichia disease, built on a foundation of an Anaplasmosis 
diagnosis from a couple of years ago for which she was treated and ostensibly recovered.  A 
Veterinary Internal Medicine specialist, unfortunately confirmed a poor to guarded prognosis and 
strongly suspected the root cause was a side effect of the anaplasmosis, lurking in Q's system for 
months, waiting to strike. A drug cocktail was diagnosed and for three glorious weeks, Qaralii 
improved- at first seemingly almost normal, then with what seemed like minor and inconsistent 
setbacks. Despite her ever-cheerful demeanor, follow-up bloodwork documented a devastating 
continued decline in kidney function.  When Q stopped eating completely, no matter how tempting 
the treat and began to exhibit signs of discomfort, our wonderful vet made some 'flexible' practices in 
this time of COVID-19 and social distancing.  After a morning focusing on being together, Q left me 
peacefully laying on a blanket with the sun on our faces, the cool wind blowing steadily, and the 
birds singing an accompaniment of revival and spring. It is no surprise to me that Qaralii's last 
movements were a slow, thumping wag of her tail and a wiggle as she lay, to turn her face closer to 
me.  
 
Qaralii was one of those dogs you dream about- with the love and the joy and the ability to do 
anything. I am blessed with every second we spent together. Like so many incandescent lights, my Q 
shined brilliantly, but briefly.  Qaralii's full name is Ellam Qaralii which means the Stars, or 
Constellations in Yup'ik, a native Alaskan language. She was from the Reach for the Stars litter, and 
her mother's name is Yup'ik, continuing a tradition in the family.   
 
Godspeed, my Q. I will always see you shining brightly and joyfully in the night sky. 
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Treasury Report 
 

 
 

 
 
 

The Communications Chair would like to thank all that contributed to this edition of the CQ.   
 
Do you have a fun story, informative article, clever poem, Chinook art, photo collage idea, or 
something else you’d like to share about your Chinook?  Submit to ​communications@chinook.org​ or 
ask questions about how you can help the club and this publication.  You also can add to ​this forum 
topic​ any ideas for the CQ. 
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